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Cunningham’s Castle 
At Channel and San Joaquin

Bill Maxwell, Joe Dietrich and Diane Stauffer share a laugh!

https://www.youtube.com/@NorthStocktonRotaryClub


Welcome, Pledge,4 Way Test & Thought for the Day 

04/21/26

President Evan was away, so filling in was Past Past President 

Ray Call. He rang the bell at 12:25 to start our 15th meeting of the 

year. He called up Past Past president Andy Chesley to lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance, the 4-Way Test and give a thought for the 

day. Andy’s quotes on leadership were: 

Nolan Bushnell: "Everyone who’s ever taken a shower has an idea.

It's the person who gets out of the shower, dries off and does

something about it who makes a difference.“

Martin Luther King: "A genuine leader is not a searcher for

consensus, but a molder of consensus.“

Larry Bird: "Leadership is diving for a loose ball, getting the

crowd involved, getting other players involved. It’s being able

to take it as well as dish it out. That’s the only way you’re going

to get respect from the players.“

Thomas Jefferson: “Nothing gives one person so much advantage 

over another as to remain always cool and unruffled under all 

circumstances.”

Guests and Visitors:

Suzie Sage was the guest of Karen Rogers and a member of Andy 

and Karen’s birding class. Welcome Suzie.

Sunshine Bucks:

Andy Chesley led off with saying that he, our guest Suzie Sage 

and Karen Rogers are about to complete a class on birdwatching. 

He said something about a white crown, and then the Black headed 

Grosbeak, pictured below.

PP Andy shows us the value of 
leadership through his deeply 

researched quotes.

Larry Bird shows leadership diving 
for the ball!

I wonder if he got an idea?

Karen Rogers introduces her 
fellow birder, Susie Sage

PP Ray Call 

filled in for 

Evan today.

Andy gives 

us thoughts 

from Nolan, 

Martin, Larry 

and Tom!

PP Bill 

McDonald 

announced it 

was his 70th 

Birthday. 

Shirley baked 

us some Rotary 

cookies! Yum!



Bill’s Birthday Sunshine & Upcoming Events
Sunshine Bucks:

We then asked Andy to lead us in Happy Birthday to Bill. It’s 

like he’s heard that song 70 times!

Rotary COG shaped cookies 
from Bill to everyone!

Weren’t Juan & Mercedes 
Heredia great speakers last 

week?!

Andy leads us in Happy 
Birthday to Bill!

Karen Rogers lets us know about 
the NSR Bowling Team!

The Sunshine Bucket is out and 
Andy is ready

April 14 Juan Heredia, Angels Recovery Dive 
Team

April 21 Bill Maxwell Photos, Venice of the 
West

April 25 Bowling Pins… Rotary Wins! Fundraiser at 
Pacific Bowl. Saturday 12 to 3pm.

April 28 DARK

May 26 Stockton Ports Tues Evening, 
Dark at Noon

June 13 Discovery Challenge Academy 
Graduation Bob Hope Theater

June 27 President Evans Kick-out Bill & 
Shirley’s House

Upcoming Socials & Events

Tomorrow!
A bowling party to benefit 

our local community.

April 25, 2026

Pacific Avenue Bowl

You can hang out for $25!



Upcoming Socials & Events

Comfortable Rockers in the 
outfield, bring your mitt.

Stockton Ports Field

Discovery Challenge 
Academy Graduation

NSR will be presenting scholarships at this event.

Watch our meeting and speaker on the NSR YouTube 

page.    NorthStocktonRotaryClubYouTubeChannel  

Check it out! Please subscribe to the channel, it’s free!

Tuesday May 26th we will be dark at noon. We will be going to 
the Ports game that evening. So, please plan on attending.

https://www.youtube.com/@NorthStocktonRotaryClub


This Day in History, No Coffee, Rare Bird, Club Biz

Comments from last nights board meeting

Ray announced that the Hotel will not allow him to bring coffee to our meeting. If we want coffee 

we must order from them. Rats!

This Day in History, April 21st:

• Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of the United Kingdom, would be 100 years old. She reigned for 70 

years and grew up with Bill McDonald’s mom.

• Legendary musician Prince died at 57 years old.

• In 1789, John Adams was sworn in as first Vice President.

• In 1904, Ty Cobb made his first professional debut for the Augusta Tourists.

• In 1956, Elvis Presley’s first hit record, Heartbreak Hotel,” reached #1 on the charts.

• In 1989, “Field of Dreams” premiered starring Kevin Costner and James Earl Jones. The movie 

was based on the novel :Shoeless Joe” by W.P. Kinsella.

Ray then, in Andy’s honor, showed the rarest 

living bird in the world. Stresemann’s 

Bristlefront (Merulaxis stresemanni). Only two 

sited in Brazil. Left

• NSR members are currently reviewing essays 

for High School scholarships. 37 received!

• Ports game social – NSR board voted to 

rescind the requirement for members to 

purchase two tickets. It was determined this 

was not a fundraiser.

• President Elect Karen has a list of global 

projects that we will be deciding on which 

ones we will give our $$ ($3200+) towards.

• July’s Social will be an ice cream social.

The Game

Speaker Bill Maxwell pulled the ticket, alas, Phil Laughlin is picked again! He threw, no cigar.



Today’s Speaker: Bill Maxwell, “Venice of the West”

President Ray called up Club Service 

Chair, Diane Stauffer to introduce our 

speaker. Diane shared Bill’s Bio:



Bill Maxwell upon retiring from his Bookstore, was approached by 

Bob Eberhardt of the Bank of Stockton, to find and archive 

photographs and Stockton Historical documents.

He has put together a presentation called “Venice of the West”. It 

refers to all the waterways around Stockton, and how they affected 

Stockton’s origin and history. YouTube has the entire presentation, 

so click here: Venice of the West and see Bill in action, as he presented the 

same show to us. 

Here are some of Bill’s historical photos:

Today’s Speaker: Bill Maxwell, “Venice of the West”

Our speaker 
today, Trivia Bee 
winner and Bank 

of Stockton 
Archivist, Bill 

Maxwell.

Here’s NSR’s Trivia Bee 
Team from 2009. Sami 

Khoury, Judy Lovett and 
Chris Hunefeld.

Stockton, Location of the first 
California State Hospital, 

founded in 1851.

Below: The Roaring 
20’s in Stockton. A 
wide-open Place.

Stockton’s Landmarks: County Court House and 
Hunter’s Square.

Stockton’s new  University Campus

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Bill+Maxwell+Bank+of+Stockton&view=detail&mid=3CD0E96B0B33E91C26823CD0E96B0B33E91C2682&churl=&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dBill%2bMaxwell%2bBank%2bof%2bStockton%26form%3dANNTH1%26refig%3d69ecf2837b6f4af19f0585b48e44ae66%26pc%3dHCTS%26ntref%3d1%26ajaxnorecss%3d1%26sid%3d20FD0205A1A768DB0DB31543A0F9693C%26format%3dsnrjson%26jsoncbid%3d0%26ajaxsydconv%3d1&mmscn=vwrc&FORM=WRVORC
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Bill+Maxwell+Bank+of+Stockton&view=detail&mid=3CD0E96B0B33E91C26823CD0E96B0B33E91C2682&churl=&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dBill%2bMaxwell%2bBank%2bof%2bStockton%26form%3dANNTH1%26refig%3d69ecf2837b6f4af19f0585b48e44ae66%26pc%3dHCTS%26ntref%3d1%26ajaxnorecss%3d1%26sid%3d20FD0205A1A768DB0DB31543A0F9693C%26format%3dsnrjson%26jsoncbid%3d0%26ajaxsydconv%3d1&mmscn=vwrc&FORM=WRVORC
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Bill+Maxwell+Bank+of+Stockton&view=detail&mid=3CD0E96B0B33E91C26823CD0E96B0B33E91C2682&churl=&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dBill%2bMaxwell%2bBank%2bof%2bStockton%26form%3dANNTH1%26refig%3d69ecf2837b6f4af19f0585b48e44ae66%26pc%3dHCTS%26ntref%3d1%26ajaxnorecss%3d1%26sid%3d20FD0205A1A768DB0DB31543A0F9693C%26format%3dsnrjson%26jsoncbid%3d0%26ajaxsydconv%3d1&mmscn=vwrc&FORM=WRVORC


Lavish Lobby at the Clark Hotel, Sutter & Market Streets

Stockton Channel & McLeod Lake

Transportation hub, the Hotel 
Stockton was the valleys' gem

The Old Masonic Temple

Downtown Stockton Main Street, 1926.

Today’s Speaker: Bill Maxwell, “Venice of the West”

The Fox California Theater opens…

Stockton’s Greatest Landmark: Water

President 

Ray 

thanked 

Bill for 

speaking, 

told us to 

go forth 

and do 

good! The 

bell rang at 

1:20pm.
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